The

beginnings of the Catholic Church in Montana started in
1839 with the first missionary, Jesuit Father Pierre-Jean
DeSmet coming to Montana at the request of the Flathead
Indians. As the Catholic church and the territory (then state)
of Montana grew, the Diocese of Helena was established in 1886
to cover all of Montana. In 1904, Pope Pius X established Eastern
Montana as the Diocese of Great Falls and appointed Bishop Mathias
C. Lenihan as our first Bishop. In 1906, the cornerstones were laid
for both St. Ann Cathedral in Great Falls and for St. Patrick Church
in Billings. In 1980, the Diocese was renamed
the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings and St. Patrick
Church was designated the co-cathedral.
Just as those cornerstones were laid and the
foundation of the diocese was created – we
now invite you to help with the foundation and
legacy that is being created with the ministries
of the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings through
contributions to the new Annual Catholic Appeal.

GIVING IS SAFE, SIMPLE & SECURE!

There are many ways to make a donation to the 2022 Annual Catholic Appeal

Visit Our Website

to give electronically @
www.DioceseGFB.org/ACA

Mail To:

Diocese of Great Falls-Billings
Annual Catholic Appeal
PO Box 1399
Great Falls, MT 59403-1399

Donate Now!
Scan this QR Code
with your smartphone
to give online!

Make a Stock Gift

Call the Diocese Development
Office @ (406) 604-1854

Please see the many ministries that your pledge
and/or donation supports through the 2022
Annual Catholic Appeal inside this brochure.

Make a Difference! Make your gift Monthly! Become a Sustaining Donor!

These ministries are part of how we begin Living
Our Faith Together – in our homes, in our churches
and in our communities.

How does it work?

St. Ann’s Cathedral,
Great Falls, MT
St.Patrick’s Cathedral,
Billings, MT

Thanks to our dedicated support of Sustaining Donors who make a continuous monthly gift to the
Annual Catholic Appeal, a steady stream of income helps to sustain the ministries of the Diocese.

• Check the sustaining donor option on your pledge form (included in this packet) and return it
to the Diocese or sign up online at www.DioceseGFB.org/ACA
• Authorize continuous, monthly credit card or automatic bank account withdrawals.
• Gifts will repeat each month and continue from year-to-year.

How can continuous monthly giving benefit you?

• It’s convenient, easy, and automatic. You choose the monthly amount. No more writing
checks, paying postage or driving to the post office!
• It’s flexible and secure. You can increase, decrease, pause, or stop your donation at any time.
• It’s rewarding. You will grow in faith by sharing lovingly with others.

What makes monthly giving so valuable?

• It’s reliable. The program provides a consistent source of funding for the Church’s mission.
• It’s cost effective. Automatic donations are processed more efficiently.
• It makes a difference! Your continuous support of the Annual Catholic Appeal benefits the
ministries of the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings, including our clergy, seminarians, parishes,
schools, and outreach across eastern Montana.

The Diocese of Great Falls-Billings
Annual Catholic Appeal Office
P.O. Box 1399
Great Falls, MT 59403-1399

Toll Free: 1-800-332-9998
Phone: 406-727-6683
www.DioceseGFB.org/ACA

S E RV I N G TH E
R O M A N C A T H O L I C CH U RCH
IN E A ST E RN M O N TA N A

in our Homes...
The home and/or family is also known as the “domestic church.” This is where our faith
is most often formed and most often lived. Our Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) contributes
to Living Our Faith Together in our homes through:
Marriage and Family/Marriage Tribunal Office
This office provides compassion and support to Catholics who are looking for support with
healing of past marriages and annulments so they can practice their faith fully, through
Retrouvaille for troubled marriages, Marriage Encounter for good marriages that are looking
for a boost, being a resource to our priests and helping train advocates who work within
their parish to journey with couples as they navigate these areas.
Safe and Sacred
Safe and Sacred is education that is provided for free to all children enrolled in religious
education that brings safety training to children of all ages including trust, boundaries,
safety in age-appropriate lessons. It also provides an adult training program for all
volunteers and employees that helps guide people how to recognize child abuse and
neglect along with how to report concerns.
The Harvest Magazine
The Harvest is a magazine for the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings. It is distributed free to
every registered household in the diocese and is published six times a year. This magazine
shares articles, notices, celebrations, and events that impact our Catholic family.
FORMED Subscription
Beginning in March 2022 the diocese will provide a one-year subscription for every Catholic
family, Catholic School and Catholic parish in the diocese to FORMED. FORMED is Catholic
content available on demand to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith
anywhere. It is your “one stop” for all the best Catholic media in one place where you can
watch, listen, or read at any time.
Supporting our Catholic Schools
The diocese provides support through the Superintendent of Catholic Schools for eastern
Montana, human resource support, insurance discounts for employees and working with
property needs for our Catholic schools.
Supporting Catholic Social Services of Montana
CCSM is a non-profit organization dedicated to advocating for and supporting the needs of
babies, children, individuals, and couples by building and strengthening Montana families.
We provide personalized adoption services to expectant and potential birth parents and
families considering adoption as well as life-long support, compassion, and professional
guidance.

in our Churches...

in our Communities...

The Church is often what we think of most when we talk about our faith. Our local church
provides us a sense of belonging and guides our spirituality. This also includes our greater
sense of the entire Catholic Church, not just the local parish or mission. Our Annual Catholic
Appeal (ACA) contributes to Living Our Faith Together in our churches through:

As Catholics, we know that our spirituality goes beyond just what happens within the church.
We are the Church. This is reflected by what we do within our communities and how we
demonstrate our beliefs with others. Our Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) contributes to Living
Our Faith Together in our communities through:

Office of the Bishop
The ACA helps to ensure that our Bishop has the ability and support to perform his duties
and lead the Catholic Church in eastern Montana. It is through the Bishop that we are able
to have Mass at each of the 99 churches and missions in the diocese. Funds contributed
help to pay for the Bishop’s salary, travel to parishes for Sacraments of Initiation, parish
milestones, parish retreats, etc.

St Thomas Camp
St Thomas Camp is located outside of Monarch, MT in the Little Belt Mountains. This camp
serves the diocese by providing a place where young people can feel the love of Christ,
experience a great adventure in the outdoors and be challenged to become the saint that
God wants them to be. Summer camps are held for elementary, middle school and high
school students. This camp is also used for other gatherings and by other organizations
which range from church to business retreats. Regular upkeep and upgrades of the camp
facilities are also provided through the funds raised in our ACA.

Deacon Formation
The Diocese of Great Falls-Billings has a cadre of 18 deacons serving 29 parishes throughout
eastern Montana. Deacons are deeply spiritual men who minister to God’s church, through
assisting the Pastor and serving the Church and its’ people. Funds contributed help to train
new Deacons for service in our parishes.

Hospital Ministry
The diocese supports and assists with Catholic patient needs at Benefis Hospital as a
function of hospital ministry. This includes Anointing of the Sick, providing the Eucharist,
pastoral care, and other support as requested.

Youth, Young Adult and Adult Formation Ministry
The Office of Lifelong Faith Formation assists individuals, catechetical leaders, and pastors
in providing material to strengthen their faith and enrich their spirituality. Currently, focus has
been on working with parishes and religious education programs on youth and young adult
offerings to ensure Catholic education programs and growing participation.

Facilities & Property Management
The diocese property department provides support to our parishes when they have property
issues ranging from property construction, renovation, maintenance, inspections, insurance
issues, permits, contracts, bonding, etc. along with any related city or state requirements.

Seminarian Education
Men who are studying for the priesthood for the Diocese of Great Falls-Billings and are in
graduate level seminarian education are supported through tuition, room, boarding and travel
expenses.

Catholic Cemeteries
The diocese has three Catholic cemeteries, Mount Olivet and Calvary in Great Falls and
Holy Cross in Billings. These Catholic Cemeteries provide services that are consistent with
Catholic teaching, working closely with families and local funeral homes.

Retired and Active Priest Support
Our diocese provides long term care plans and life insurance for all active and retired priests.
Additionally, retired priests receive retirement contributions, supplemental Medicare, dental
and vision plans. Active foreign priests are supported with immigration expenses and travel
fees. Contributions also support continuing education for the Cannon Law School.

Support to the Montana Catholic Conference
Serves as the public policy branch of the Catholic Church in Montana and the liaison for
Montana’s Roman Catholic Bishops with state and federal governments. Inspired by Scripture
and Catholic social teaching, the conference seeks to advocate for the weak and vulnerable
and act as a catalyst for the transformation of society.

Legal Support
Through the business office of the diocese, legal advice and representation in collaboration
with the diocesan attorney on behalf of the Bishop, parishes and missions, and other
diocesan entities including review and writing contracts and agreements, review listing
agreements, buy-sell agreements, deeds, transfers, lease and rentals, major gifts, property
tax exemptions, etc.
Human Resources Support
Through the diocesan human resources office we provide personnel coordination for
supervisors, pastors, administrators, principals, diocesan directors and the Bishop. We
assist with the administration of payroll, benefits, and personnel policy.

