
Grades 9-12 Curriculum Map for Religion
Diocese of Great Falls-Billings Catholic Schools

This curriculum map is a tool for religious educators seeking guidance in teaching the religion curriculum. It includes details and resources from the USCCB high school curriculum
framework. Teachers can add essential questions, lessons from textbooks and other resources.

Course 5: Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with Jesus Christ

Purpose: The purpose of this course is to help students understand that they can encounter Christ today in a full and real way in and through the sacraments, and especially
through the Eucharist. Students will examine each of the sacraments in detail so as to learn how they may encounter Christ throughout life.

Doctrinal Elements of a Curriculum Framework for the Development of Catechetical Materials for Young People of High School Age - USCCB

Essential Questions:
What does it mean to live a sacramental life?
How do the sacraments help us encounter Christ today?
How do the sacraments strengthen us for discipleship?

Course 5 Important Concepts/Terms:
absolution conversion liturgy Paschal Mystery sacramentals sanctifying grace vocation
actual grace domestic church Liturgy of the Eucharist penance sacraments of healing seal of confession
anamnesis epiclesis Liturgy of Word real presence sacraments of initiation source and summit
consecration Eucharistic prayers metanoia reconciliation sacraments of vocation/service Transubstantiation
contrition

Diocese of Great Falls-Billings Secondary School Theology Standards Course 5:

1.Define a sacrament as a visible sign of grace, instituted by Christ. USCCB Framework: (I, A, 1-3) (CCC, nos. 1131, 1127, 1996, 2005, 1129)
2. Define the Church as the universal sacrament of salvation for humanity. USCCB Framework: (I, B, 1-2) (CCC, nos. 849, 1088-1090, 774-776, 780, 739, 774)
3. Explain how Christ's actions foreshadow the sacraments. USCCB Framework: (I, C, 1, a-c) (CCC, nos. 1084-1085)
4. Explain how through liturgical prayer and the sacraments one encounters Christ the Lord. USCCB Framework: (II, C, 2, a-d) (CCC, nos.1073, 2559, 2565, 2558, 1137-1144,
2626-2636, 2704-2719)
5. For each of the seven sacraments: a) describe how the sacrament was established by Christ; b) state the form, matter, requirements; c) discuss the effects; d) identify the
ordinary minister; e) describe the rite. USCCB Framework: (II) (CCC, nos. 1279-1280, 1422, 1425, 1428, 1446, 1577)
6. Explain the necessity of Baptism for salvation while acknowledging that God is not bound by the sacrament of Baptism. USCCB Framework: (II, A) (CCC, nos. 1279-1280)
7. Explain the indelible character of Baptism. USCCB Framework: (II, A, 5, e) (CCC, nos. 1272-1274)
8. Explain how Baptism initiates us into our roles as priest, prophet and king. USCCB Framework: (II, A, 9, a-e) (CCC, nos. 1267, 1268, 1269, 1270, 1271)



9. Describe the steps in the Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)/OCIC process and how this process differs from infant/child reception of Sacraments. USCCB
Framework: (II, B, 2, a-b) (CCC, nos. 1298-1300, 1232-1233)
10. Describe the indelible character of confirmation. USCCB Framework: (II, B, 6, c)) (CCC, nos. 1303-1305)
11. Analyze the definition of Holy Eucharist, CCC, no. 1323. USCCB Framework: (II, C,) (CCC, no. 1323) Secondary School Theology Standards July, 2016 Course V 3
12. List in sequence the parts of the Mass, and identify the four ways in which Christ is present in the Mass. USCCB Framework: (II, C, 4, a-b) (CCC, nos. 1373-1377, 1378, 1379,
1385-1386, 1418)
13. List the elements of the liturgical celebration of the Eucharist. USCCB Framework: (II, C, 3, a-b) (CCC, nos. 1412, 1352-1355)
14. Describe the transubstantiation and the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. USCCB Framework: (II, C, 4, a) (CCC, nos. 1373-1377)
15. List the three requirements for reception of the Eucharist. USCCB Framework: (II, C, 6, a-c) (CCC, nos. 1376, 1385, 1387-1388)
16. Differentiate between Catholic and Protestant understanding and reception of the Eucharist. USCCB Framework: (V, D, 1,2) (CCC, nos. 817-822, 1411)
17. Understand that the sacraments of healing are received outside the Liturgy of the Eucharist. USCCB Framework: (III, B, 2) (CCC, nos. 1480-1484)
18. Recognize the need for the sacrament of confession so as to restore grace, from the Church. USCCB Framework: (III) (CCC, no. 1431)
19. Explain the difference between Anointing of the Sick, Extreme Unction, and Viaticum/Last Rites. USCCB Framework: (III, B) (CCC, nos. 1499-1513, 1524-1525)
20. Identify the Sacraments of Marriage and Holy Orders as vocation and Sacraments at the Service of Communion. USCCB Framework: (IV) (CCC, nos. 1555-1571, 1601-1616,
1642)
21. Identify and distinguish the three levels of Holy Orders. USCCB Framework: (IV, 2, a-c) (CCC, nos. 1555-1561, 1562-1568, 1569-1571)
22. Explain the indelible character of the Sacrament of Holy Orders. USCCB Framework: (IV, A, 4, a) (CCC, nos. 1581-1584)
23. Understand marriage as a sacrament between a baptized man and a baptized woman. USCCB Framework: (IV, B) (CCC, nos. 1601, 1603, 1613-1616, 1642) Secondary School
Theology Standards July, 2016 Course V 4
24. Summarize the meaning of the family as a domestic church. USCCB Framework: (IV, B, 9, a-d) (CCC, nos. 1646ff, 1655, 1658, 1652-1653, 1641-1658)
25. Summarize the importance of the sanctity of marriage and the teachings around marriage and the compassion of annulments when necessary. USCCB Framework: (IV, 8)
(CCC, no. 1650)

Secondary School Theology Standards Course 5 Guiding Questions
Note: Essential questions promote deep and enduring understanding. They cannot be answered in one sentence. Even though they are written simplistically, they are complex
enough to be broken down into smaller, guiding questions. Guiding questions are more detailed questions that support the essential questions of the course. Essential questions
can be used to focus your lesson planning, class discussions, pre/post assessments, learning targets or objectives.

How do the symbols and rituals used in the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation relate to initiation?
What is the role and importance of the Eucharist and Mass in the Catholic Church?
In what ways do the Sacraments of Healing promote healing and metanoia?
In what ways are the Sacraments of Marriage and Holy Orders serving the community?
How do we live the sacramental life in regards to the Call to Holiness?


